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Rc. Alabama Railroad Co - Abandonment Exemption - In Monroe Couniy AL, S'fB 
Docket No. AB-463 (Suh-No. IX) 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Pursuanl to lhc Board's abandonment class cxempiion procedures for lines with no 
local business for at least two years (49 C.F.R Part 1152. Subpart I^. enclosed arc an original and 
11 copies ofa vcrilied abandonment notice of exemption encompassing a portion ofthe rail system 
ofthe Alabama Railroad Co. 

A check 111 the amouni uf S3.700.00 is enclosed to cover the applicable filing fee 

Please acknowledge receipt and filing ofthis notice ofcxemption by date stamping lhe 
enclosed eleventh copy und returning it tu the courier to return to mc 

Sincerely. 

l^nclosurcs 
cc* J Michael Can' 

William A. Mullins 
Auomcy Ibr Alabamu Railroad Co. 

FEE RECEirvED 

. ^ SURFACE 
TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

http://S3.700.00
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EXEMPTION NOTICE 

FII-ED 
m \ - 2013 

^ S P S K O N B O A B D 

William.A. Mullins 
Ruhcrt A. Wimbish 
BAKISK & MiiJJCR PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Suilc 300 
Washington, DC 2U037 
Tel: (202) £63-7823 
Fax: (202)663-7849 

Attorneys for Alaibama Rnilroiid Co. 
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BEFOKE TI IE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket Nn. AB-463 (Suh-No. IX) 

ALABAMA RAILROAD CO. 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN MONROE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

Alabama Railroad Co. ("ALAB") hereby submits the following notice ofcxemption 

pursuant lo 49 C.F.R. Pari 1152. Subpart F (Exempt Abandonments and Di.sconlinuanccs of 

Scr\'icc and Trackage Right.s). to abandon approximately 7.42 miles of rail line (the "Line") 

localcd in Monroe County. Alabama, extending from milepost 655.20 (oust of Route 21, ut 

Tunnel Springs. Alubuma) to milepost 662.62 (wcsi of Muin Street, in Beutiicc, Alabama). In 

accordance wilh the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1152.50(b) and (d), ALAB provides the 

following informaiion in support ofits abandonment noiicc 

Pntnoscd Cnnsiimmiition Dale: 49 C.F.R. S 1152.50f<nf2) 

ALAB expects to be able to consummate the proposed abandonment on or after April 21, 

2013 (50 days after filing the notice of excmplion). 

Ccrlinciilion: 49 C.F.R. S 1152.50rh1 

ALAB certifies thut the Line satisfies lhc criteria for abundonmcnl under the exemption 

provisions>ut 49 C.IMl. Puil 1152, Subpart F Sec Verification of J Michael Curr, President, 

Alabama Railroad Co., attached hcrcio as bxhibit A. During the past two yeurs, there hus heen 

no local common carrier service provided over the Line nor have there been any requesls for 



common carrier service during that period, but portions ofthe Line may have been u.sed Ibr 

purposes of freight car storage Use of the line Ibr freight cur storage, however, does not 

disquulify ALAB from invoking the Board's abandonment nolice ofcxemption procedures.' 

Addilional Information Required: 49 C.F.R. SS I l52.22f:iUn-f4). HUH) iind (c\(A) 

l-xact name of annlicunt (49 C.F.R. S 1152.22faKn^: 

Alabama Railroad Co 

Whether aonlicant is a common currier bv railroad (49 C.F R. S 1152 22(a)(2)) 

ALAB is a Class 111 common carrier by railroad subject lo the Board's jurisdiction under 

49U.S.C.SublhlelV 

Relief souiihl (49 C.F.R. S 1152 22fa)f3)): 

ALAB IS invoking the BoaixI's two-ycar-out-of-ser\Mec class exemption procedures to 

abandon approximately 7.42 miles of rail line (the "Line") located in Monroe Couniy, Alabama, 

extending from milepost 655.20 (east of Route 21, at 'funnel Springs, Alubuma) to mileposi 

662.62 (WCSL of Main Sireet. in Beatrice. Alabama). 

Mao (49 C.r.R. S 1152.22(a)(4)). 

A detailed map showing the locaiion of the Line is allached hereto as Ifxhibit B. 

Annlicant's renrcsenttUive (49 C.F.R S 1152.22(a)(7)). 

ALAB*s representative to whom correspondence regarding this abundonmcnt should be 

senl IS as follows. 

' Sec, e.g.. Indiana Southwestern Railway Co. - Abandonment Exemption - In Posey and 
VunderburGh Couniies. Ind.. STB Docket No. AB 1065X (STB served Dec 23,2010), cf . The 
New York. Susouehunna and Weslcm Railway Corporaiion - Discontinuance of Service 
Excmniion-in Broome and Chenaniio Counties. NY. STB Docket No AB-286 (Sub-No 5X) 
(STB scr\'cd Aug 25, 2008) (distinguishing railcur storage, a private service, from common 
carrier service). 



William A Mullins 
Robert A Wimhish 
BAKER & MILLER PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20037 
Tel (202) 663-7823 

Fax: (202)663-7849 

USPS ZIP codes (49 C.F.R. S I I52.22(u)(8)): 

The Line lies within U.S Posial Service ZIP Codes territories 36425 and 36471. 

Rural und Community Imouct (49 C.l'.R. S 1152.22(e)(4))-

Becuuse the Line has been dormant for over two yeurs. ALAB anticipates no adverse 

rural or community impact will result from the proposed abundonmcnl. For the sumc reason, 

there will be no effect on regionul or local transponuiion systems and palicrns as a resull of 

abundonment. und llierc will be no diversion of IrulTic to other iransportation sy.̂ iiems or modes. 

The Line docs not contain federally-granted right-of-way. As appropriate. ALAB is 

willing promptly to make available uny inlbimation in its possession to anyone so requesting it. 

Lahor Protection 

'fhe interests ofalTecied railroad employees, ifany, will be protected by the condiiions 

discussed in Oreuon Short Line R. Co. - Abandonmenl - Goshen. 360 I C C 91 (1979). 

Certifications 

Attached hereto as Inhibit C arc Ccniflcatcs of Service and Publication certifying that 

ALAB hus complied wilh the notice and newspaper publication requirements set forth ut 

49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) and 49 C.F R. § 1105.12, rcspcclivcly. Allached as Exhibit D is a 

ccriificution of comphance with the advance notice requirements for Environmental and I-lislone 

Reports as set forth at 49 C I' R § 1105.11. 



Environmcntail and llistoric Report 

In keeping with its certificaiion of compliance wilh the provisions of 49 C f R. § 

1105.11, ALAB has prepared a consolidated Environmenlul and llisloric Report (*'E&I IR'') 

conforming to the requirements of 49 CFR §§ ll05.7und 11058 A copy of that E&l IR was 

previously served upon the Board's OlTice of Environmental Analysts, but is uLso attached hercio 

as Attachment 1 to Exhibit D (ALAB's .section 1105.11 certification). 

Respectfully submiiied, 

March 1.201 

William A. MullH 
Robert A Wimbish 
BAKER & MILLER PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvaniii Ave.. NW 
Suite 300 
Washingion. DC 20037 
'fel: (202) 663-7823 
Fax: (202) 663-7849 

Attorneys foi Alabama Railroad Co 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. IX) 

ALABAMA RAILROAD CO. 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN MONROE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

EXHIBIT A 

VERIFICATION 



VERIFICATION 

I, J. Michael Carr, President of the Alabama Railroad Co. ("ALAB") hereby verify and certify 

that no local traffic has moved over the subject portion of ALAB's rail system (the "Line") 

extending from mileposi 655 2 (easl of Route 21, at Tunnel Spnngs, Alabama) to milepost 

662.62 (west of Main Sircet. in Beatrice, Alabama) for at least two years 

1 also hereby venfy and cenify that there is no overhead traffic on the Line that has been, 

or would need lo be, rerouted as a resull ofthe proposed abandonment. I funher verify and 

ccnify that no fonnul complaint filed by u user of rail service un the Line (or filed by a stale or 

local government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding ccssaiion of service over lhe 

Line either is pending with this Board or any U S. District Coun or has been decided in favor of 

the complainant within lhe suid two-year period. 1 also cenify that I am duly authorized lo make 

lhis verification. 

1 hereby verify that the information contained in the foregoing abundonment notice of 

exemption is true and correct to the best of my information and belief 

Dated- Febniar>'28,2013 
If Michael Cair 
President, Alabama Railroad Co. 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. IX) 

ALABAMA RAILROAD CO. 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN MONROE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

EXHIBIT B 

MAP 
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BEFORE TIIE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. IX) 

ALABAMA RAILROAD CO. 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN MONROE COUNTV, ALABAMA 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

EXHIBIT C 

CERTIFICATIONS OF 
SERVICE/PUBLICATION 



Certificate of Service 

49 C.F.R. SII52.50((l)(n-Notice 

I certify thai, in accordance with the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1), I scr\'ed 
the following panics with the uritten notice ofintent of Alabama Rtiilroud Co . to use the 
Board's noiicc ofcxemption procedures lo abandon approximately 7.42 miles ofrailroad line 
located in Monroe couniy. Alabama 

Public Scn'icc Commission 
Brill Robciis. Director 
Public Service Commission of Alabama 
'fransponation Division 
P.O. Box 304260 
Montgomery, AL 36130 
Telephone: (334) 242-5980 

Alabama Department of'fransponation 
1409 Coliseum Blvd 
Monigomery, AL 36110 
'fclephonc. (334) 242-6080 

Dcniirtmcnt of Defense (iVlilitiir\' Tniffic Mimimcment Command. Transnortation 
Eniiinccring Aticncv, Kuilroads for National Defense Program) 
David Dorfman 
SDDC TEA 
Railroads for National Defense 
709 Ward Dr, Bldg 1990 
ScottAFB, IL 62225 
Telephone: (618)220-5741 

The National Park Ser\'icc, Recreation Resources Assistance Division 
Churiie Stockmun 
National Park Service 
Rivers & Trails Conservation Program 
1201 Eye Strcci. NW. 9ih Floor (Org. Code 2220) 
Washington. D.C. 20005 
'felephone- (202) 354-6900 



U.S. Denartnient of AiiricultHrc. Chief of Ihe Forest Ser\'icc 
'fhomas L Tidwcll, Chief 
Foresl Service 
U.S Dcpanment of Agriculture 
Sidney R. Yales l-ederal Building 
201 Mlh Street SW 
Washingion, DC 20024 

March 1.2013 
Robert A. Wimbish 
R-i^J^^^^JLj^ 

Attorney Ibr Alabama Railroad Co. 



Certificate of Publication 

49 C.F.R. S 1105.12 - Ncwsnancr Notiee 

I ccnify that a "Notice ofintent to Abandon" was published in the Ibim prescribed by the 

Board fora Notice of Excmplion (49 C.F.R. § 1105.12) The nolice was published onetime in 

the Monroe Journal (February 21. 2013). a newspaper of general circulaiion in Monroe Couniy, 

Alabama, through which the subjecl rail line proposed for abandonmenl traverses. 

March 1.2013 
Robert A. Wimbish 
R . ^ L 7 ^ ^ : L L J ^ 

Allomey for Alabama Railroad Co 



"POST-PUBLICATION AFFIDAVIT OF LEGAL NOTICE 

I NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
ABANDON RAIL SERVICE 

STB DOCKET i 
NO. AB-463 (Sub No. IX) 1 

Alabama Railroad Co ('ARC')' 
gives notice thai on or about March' 
1, 2013, ll inlonds lo lile with iho 
Suriace Transportation Board,' 
Washington, DC 20423, a notice ol [ 
exemption pursuant to 49 CFR, 
1152 Subpart F - Exompi 
Abandonments, permitting ARC to 
'abandon approximately 7.42 miles 
ol rait line (the 'Uno') locatod m 
Monroe County, Alabama, extend­
ing Irom mileposi 

655 2 (easl ol Routo 2 i , at Tunnel 
Springs, Alabama) to miloposi 
662 62 (west Ol Main Street. In 
Boaince. Alabama). TTie subioci 
Line traverses United Slates Postal 
Zip Codes territories 36425 and 
36471 TTio procooding will be 
docketod as STB Docket No AB--
463 (Sub No IX) I 

Tho proposed action * enlaNs_jhpJ 

Before me, 

STATE OF ALABAMA, MONROE COUNTY 
abandonmonroirond'dis'conim iionsrpublcTisrcbncliiions.-or roir 

fence ol reil sonnco ovor, tho Lino. 
The Boerd's Office ol 
Environmental Analysis (OEA) gen­
erally will propere an 
Environmontel Assessment (EA). 
which normally will be aveiJable 25 
days after Ihe filing of the abandon­
ment nolice of exemption. 
Commenls on environmenial and 
energy matters should be Med no 

• later than 15 days alter the EA< 
^becomes available to the 'public ' 
Such comments wili bo addressodj 
In a Board doosion Intorested per-1 
sons may obtein a copy ol the EA 
or make Inquines regarding envi­
ronmental matters by wnting to 
OEA, Suriace Transportation 
Board, 395 E Siroel, SW. 
Washington, D C 20^23 or by call­
ing Ihal ofllco al (202) 245-0295 
Appropriato offers ol linenciel 
assistance to conlmue rail service 
can bo filed with the Board ! 
Requests lor onvlronme'ntal condi-

a notary publ ic in and lor lhe county and state above l isted. 

banking/irails uso also can be filed 
!wllh Ihe Board. An original and 10, 
copios of any pleading thai raises I 
manors other than environmontal 
issuos (such as trails public use, 
and offers of linanclel assistance) 
must bo llled diroclly with ihoi 
Board's Chiel oi the Section of> 
Administration, Olflco ol • 
Proceedings, 395 E Street. S W., 
Washington, DC 20423 (soe 49 

• CFR 1104 1(a) and 1104 3(a)]. and 
one copy musl bo sen/ed on eppil-lor 

[CG cants' rcpresentalive [see 49 CFR ̂  I I 

'I104'i2(a)1'' Quesiions regarding 
olfors of financial assistance, public I 
use.or,trail9 use,mny<be>diiected l o ' 
the Bqard'ff,r.Ollice „tOl Public I 
Assislance, Governmental Affairs, | 
and Compliance al 202-245-0230. f 
Copies ol any commonis or 

} requests lor specilte Board ection 
should be served on the applicant's 
representative WiHIam A Mullins, 

.BAKER & MILLER PLLC, 24011 
j Pennsylvania Ave., N W , #300,| 
iWeshinglon, DC 20037; phone* 
202-663-7823: fax 202-663-7849 

j Fobruary, 21. 20138c j 

personally appeared 

Kermi i Bolton, who , by me duly sworn, deposes and says tha i : 

'My name is Kermi l Bolton I arn the publisher of The Monroe J o u r n a l " 

Tha Newspaper publ ishod the ai tached legal nol ico(s) in the issue(s} of 

\ ' -WK^XJLKJJ^^ oij\ «L LJI ^ (dates o l publication) The sum 

The sum charged by the Newspaper for charged lor publications was S [ 3 6 . fe C ^ 

said publications does not exceed the lowest classified rate paid by commercial customers for an 

advertisement of similar size and frequency in the same newspaper(s) m which the public 

notlce(s) appeared. 

There are no agreements between the Newspaper and the oflicer or attorney charged with the 

duty ol placing lhe attached legal advertising nonces whereby any advantage, gam or profit 

accrued to said officer or attorney. 

. / ( ^ - ^ • ^ ^ . . ^ ^ ^ ^ 

jbscittgd ihis _5_^day ol " T ^ A ^ L O A ^ 20 / 3 . 

Notary Public 



BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. IX) 

ALABAMA RAILROAD CO. 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN MONROE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

EXHIBIT D 

CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 
WITH ENVIRONIVIENTAL AND 

HISTORIC REPORT REQUIREMENTS 



Ccrlincate of Comnliaricc 

49 C.F.K. S 1105.11 - Advance DLslrihulioii of Ijinvironiiicrilal ami llistiiric Report 

I hci-cby ccnify thai, on February 8,2013, a copy of Alabama Railroad Co.'s 
Con.solidaicd llnvironmcntal and I listoric Report (appended hereto as Attachment I) for the 
proposed abandoniTicnl encompassed by S'I'B Dockei No. AI3-463 (Sub-No IX). along with a 
transmittal leiier conrurniing to the requirements or49 C.F.R. § 1105.I I, was served upon the 
Tollowing entities as prescribed by 49 C.F.R. §§ 11 OS 7(b) and 1105 8(c) (a sample copy ol'thc 
transmittal IcticKs is also appended hereto a.s part ofAliaehment 1): 

Stale Cleariii{;hoii.sc 

Alabama Deparimcni of Transportation 
1409 Cohbciim Blvd 
Montgomery. A L 36110 
Telephone- (334) 242-6080 

Stale Environineiitiil I'roteclion Agency 

Lance R. LeFleur, Director 
Alabama Department of Environmental Managemcnl 
1400 Coliseum Boulevard 
Montgomeiy, Alabama 36130-1463 
Telephone: (334)271-7710 

Slate Cuaslsil Zone Maniif;einenl 

Susan Dingman S/W 
Alabama Department onZnvironmenlal Management ("ADBM") 
4171 Commanders Drive, Attn: Coastal Program 
Mobile, AInhama 36615-1421 
Telephone: (251)432-6533 

Hciid of each count}' & I or political entity 

'Hie I-lonorablc Greg Norris 
.ludge of Probate & President of Monroe County Commission 
P O. Box 8 
Monroevillc. AL 36461 
Telephone: (251) 743 4107 

Alan Bishop. Mayor 
Town of Beatrice 
P O. Box 56 
Beatrice, AL 36425 
Phone. (251) 789 2363 



Kegioniil Office ofthe Environmental Protection Agency 

Gwendolyn Kcyes Fleming, Regional Administrator 
U.S. Bnviionmcntai Protection Agency 
Region 4 (AL, MS. GA. FL, SC. NC, TN. KY) 
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center 
61 For.syth Street, SW 
Atlanta. GA 30303 
Telephone. (404) 562-9900 

The US Fiiih & Wildlife Scr\'icc 

Cindy Dohncr, Regional Director 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Region 4 (AL. AR. I-L. GA, KY, LA. MS, NC, SC. TN, PR/Virgin lsland.s) 
Ceniur>' Cenier 
1875 Century Boulevard, Suite 400 
Atlanta. GA 30345 
Telephone: (404) 679-4000 (Regional Dirccior's OfTicc) 

U.S Fish & Wildlife Service 
Daphne Ecological Services Field Ofllcc 
1208 B Mam Street 
Daphne. Alabama 36526 

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 

Rudy Villarreal 
Regulatoiy Affairs 
Inland Team South 
U.S. Army Engineer District, Mobile 
P.O. Box 2288 
Mobile, AL 36628-0001 
Telephone: (251) 690-2505 

Planning & Environmental Division 
U.S. Army Engineer District, Mobile 
P.O. Box 2288 
Mobile. AL 36628-0001 

Real Estate Division 
U.S. Army Engineer District. Mobile 
P.O. Box 2288 
Mobile, AL 36628-0001 



The National Park Service 

Gordon Wissinger. Acting Regional Director 
National Park Service 
100 Alabama Street, SW 
1924 Building 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
Telephone (404) 507-5600 

Chariic Siockman 
Rivers, Trails and CoiLservaiion Assistance Program 
National Park Service - RTCA Program 
1201 Eye St., NW, 9th Floor (Org Code 2240) 
Wa.shington, DC 20005 
Telephone: (202) 354-6907 

Natural Resources Conservation Scr\'ice 

Dr William Bill Puckcil 
USDA. Natural Resources Conservation Service 
P O Box 311. 3381 Skyway Drive 
Auburn, AL 36830 
'Telephone (334) 887-4500 

US Soil Con.scr\'atiun Service 

Jason Welter, Chief 
USDA, NRCS, OfTicc ofthe Chief 
1400 Independence Ave, SW. Room 5I05-A 
Washington, DC 20250 
Telephone: (202) 720-7246 

National Geodetic Survey 

Juliana Blackwcll. Director 
National Geodetic Survey 
1315 Easl-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282 
Telephone: (301) 713-3242 

State Historic Preservation 

Frank W White 
Alabama Mistorical Commission 
468 South Perry Sirect, P. 0. Box 300900 
Montgomery, AL 36130-0900 
Telephone. (334) 230-2690 



Public Ser\'ice Commission 

Britt Roberts. Dircctoi 
Public Seivicc Coininission of AInhama 
Transportation Division 
P.O Box 304260 
Montgomery, AL 36130 
Telephone: (334) 242-5980 

Alabama Dcpartmeni of Transporlaiion 
1409 Coliseum Blvd 
Montgomery, AL 36110 
Telephone. (334) 242-6080 

Department uf Defense (IMilitary Traffic Management Command, Tninsportation 
Engineering Agency, Kailroiid.s for Nntional Defense Program) 

David Duifman 
SDDC TEA 
Railroads for Nalionai Defense 
709 Ward Dr., Bldg. 1990 
ScollAFB.IL62225 
Telephone. (618) 220-5741 

The Nation:il Park Ser^'icc, Recreation Resources AssLslanee Division 

Chailic Stockman 
National Park Seivicc 
Rivers & Trails Conservation Program 
1201 Eye Sireei, N W, 9lh Floor (Org. Code 2220) 
Washington. D.C. 20005 
Telephone. (202) 354-6900 

R'fCA National Park Service 
Allania Federal Center 
1924 Building 
IOO Alabama Streei, S.W 
Atlanta. Georgia 30303 

Robeii A, Wimbish 
Attorney for Alabama Railroad Co 

Mareh 1,2013 



ATTACHMENT 1 
ENVIRONMENTAL ANO HISTORIC REPORT 

INCLUDING SAMPLETRANSMIITAL LETTER 



Bli lKORimiK 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASIiliNCiTON, DC 

SIR Dockei Nn. AIM63 (Suh-No. I \ ) 

ALABAMA RAILROAD CO. 
- ABANDONiMKiNT EXEMPTION -
IN IMONROI-: COUNTV, ALABAMA 

CON.SOLIDATED ENVIRONMKNTAL AND MI.S'I'ORIC RKPORT 

Williiun A.Mulliii.*: 
Ruhert A. Wimhish 
BAKKK &IMII.LH:K PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Suhc3no 
Washingion, DC 20037 
Tel: (202) 663-7H23 
wiiiiillinst^bnkcrnndniillur.coiM 

rehriiary K, 201J Attorneys for Aliihiuiiii Rsiilroiid Cu. 



BEFORr.T l l l ' : 
SURFACK TRANSPORTATION BOARI) 

WASHINGTON. DC 

STB Docket No. AM-463 (Sub-No. IX) 

: ALABAMA RAILROAD CO. 
I - ABANDONiMKNT EXEMPTION -
' IN iMONROK COUNTV, ALABAiMA 

CONSOLIDATKD rNVIRONiMRNTAL AND HISTORIC RKPORT 

In lhc ahovc-cnpiidiied proceeding, Ahibiima Railn)ad Co. ("ALAB") intends to alxindon 
approximaicly 7 42 miles ofrailroad (hci-cinaftci, ihc ^'l.ine*') extending from niileposi 65S.2 
(eiist of Route 21. at Tunnel Springs, Alabama) to niilupnsl 662.62 (west of Main Slrcel. in 
Bcniricc, Alabama). In accoidancc wiih 40 CFK S§ 1105 7 and 1105 8, AI^AB hereby submits 
the Ibllowing consolidated Environnieninl and I lisioi ic Re|X)ri ('*E&i IR" or ''Repon"): 

ENVIRONMENTAL RKPORT 

(1) PROPOSED ACTION AND AI.I 'F.RNATI VKS 

Dcscrihe the proposed action, Including commodities Iran.sportcd, fhe planned disposition 
( i f liny) of uny mi l line und other .slniclurcs that may he Involved, and any possible chiuiges 
in ciirreiif oper:i(iuii.s or inaintennncu pniclices. Also df.scribe any rca.soniihlc :iltiTii:itivus 
to the propooii'd action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating 
the project. 

A L A B ' proposes to abandon appiY)xinuiicty 7 42 miles of niil line extending from 
milepost 655.2 (near Tunnel Springs, Alabama) to milepost 662.62 (end of line, near Bcaiiicc, 
Alabama), Icicaicd cnlirely in Monioe Couniy. Alabama A map delineating the proposed 
prqjeci/abandonmcnt is attached as Exhibii 1 Upon obtaining authority to abandon the Line. 
ALAB plans lo remove the Line's rail and salvageable track materinl (such as lie plates, 
fa.steiiers, crossties, und, possibly, the upper layer of ballast), and will dispose of the iindcrlyuig 
real estate comprising the Line's riglil-of-way tu the extent it is held in fee by ALAB 

The Line has been out of .service for ovci two years, and ALAB may Iheivforc avail it.self 

' ALAB IS among 17 Class III railroads commonly controlled by Pioncci Railcorp ("'Pioneer'*). 
Sec Pioneer RHJIcoto-ConiinuKncc in Conliol E.>teniotion - Gcomia Southern Rail wav Co.. 
S'TB Finance Dockei No. 35323 (STB .served December 2.2009). ALAB was !icc|uired hy 
Pioneer Railcorp In 1991. §ec Pioneer Railcoin Co . Inc. - Continuance in Control ISxemoiion -
Alabama Railroad C'ci. STB Finance Dockei No. 31944 (STB sei vcd October 10. 1991). 

I 



ofthe abaiiduniiicni provisions ai 49 CFK |MI-I 1152, .subpart F(E\cnipi Abundonmcnls. t'l tiL). 

ALAB docs not intend as pan of ihc salvage nnd/or re-deployinent of mil and track 
inaiunal lo di.siurh thu sub-grade oi sub-giadc struciuitrs, and ii will not engage in any cNcavalion 
or other soil/ground disturbance activities Abandonment and the resultiint .salvage of the I jne 
will cliininaic 12 ai-giadc niil-highwny crrjssings - 5 pnvate crossings, and 7 public crossings. 

i The only alici native to abandonment would be Tor ALAB nm to abandon the Line, and 
! instead to retain it. ALAB would in so doing incui losses associnted wilh ihe ownership oT 

unused mil assets 'I lie no-action alicmaiive, in which the rail a.sscis wuuld remain in place, 
would Trusiraic AI.AB's and. by extension. Pionccr*s plans to extract value Troni otherwise 
unused a,sseis. and, as appropriate, lo i^-doptoy ccnain oTihc Line*s rail assets on other Pioneer-
conliolled laili-oads. The iio-aclion altcmniivc would also Torce at-gmdc mil-highway crossing 
sill Tace iinprovemenl costs upon ALAB and/or the surrounding communities. 

(2) TRANSPORTATION SVSTE.M 

Describe the vlTcL*t.s of the |ii*0|)o.sed iicliun on regional ur local fniiisportaliun .syMeins and 
patterns. Estiiniite Ihc amount of traTlIc (pa.sseiigcr or freight) that wi l l he diverted tu 
other tranKporfation .sy.steins or modes as a result ofthe propo.sed action. 

The Line has had no freight traffic for over two years, and. Tor this reason, the pioposcd 
abandunniunl will iiol afTcci regional or lucal iranspoiliition svsieiii.s/patiern.s. No [lassengcr or 
Trcighl Irafflc would he divciled to other .systems or modes as a result ol the proposed action 

(3) LAND USE 

(i) Based on consiillatiim with local and/ur regional planning iigencles iiiid/ur a 
review of the uffieial planning ducumenis prepared by such agencies, state 
wlielher the prupused aciiun is consistent with existing land u.se plan.s. 
Describe any inconsistencies. 

ALAB believes that Ihc proposed nhundonment is consistent with, and would promote, 
existing land use plans The land adjoining lhc Line consists oTrural open lands (fields), rolling 
hills, and Torcsted areas 

By Icttcis daicd February 8, 2013, copies oTthis Rcpoii have been mailed to the 
ap|)n}priale local and state conlticLs. including 'Hie Honorable Greg Nuiris (Judge oTProbiitc & 
President oTthc Monroe County Commi.ssiun) and Alan Bishop (Mayoi Tor the 'Town oT 
Beatrice) See E&I-IR Consultation Letter Example and Service List, attached as Exhibit 2. 

(ii) Based on consultntiun with the U.S. Suil Cunsen'atioii Service, state the effect 
uf the proposed action un any prime agricultural land, 

ALAB docs not believe thai Ihc propo.sed abandonment would adversely affect any prime 
agncullumi land As indicaicd above, the land through which ihc Line iravei'.ses includes flat 
icirain and rolling hills. Fuiihciinorc, the proposed abandonment should not in any way 
contribute to Tnrmland los.s, and could in Tact permit the abandoned riglit-oT-way to be convened, 
whero pmciicable. to Tarmland use. Ncvcnheless. ALAB has nutillcd ihe United States 



Dcpanmeni oTAgricullure's Naumil Rcsouicos Conservntion Service oTihc pniposcd 
abandonment by letter dfiicd Febiunty 8. 2013 lo which Ictict thisl i&IIR was appended), 
.solicliing tnpiil on ihe pmpu.sed iibandonmeni's poteniial elTecis on prime ngriculiuial land. Sec 
E(&MR Consultuiion Leticr Example and Service List, attached as Kxhibii 2. 

(iii) Iffheaetiuu affects land ur water uses within a designated coastal/one, 
include the coastal'/one iuTurinalion required by 110.^.9. 

ALAB has consulted with Sii.san Dingmuii oTtlie Alabama Depailmcnt oT Environmental 
Management's Coastal Program ("ADEMCP"), and has detcnniiied thai lhe proposed 
abandonment would not be subject to review undci the siaie^s coastal zone managemcnl plan. 
Novenhelcss, to assure complinncc with lhc iei|uircincnt.s of <I9 Cl*R § 1105.^, ALAB has served 
a copy of Ihis Rcpoii on ADEMCP by Idler dated Fcbiuary 8,2013 See I-&HR Consuliaiion 
Letter Example and Service Lisi, attached as Exhibit 2. 

(iv) IT the proposed acliun is an nliiindonmcnt, state whether or not the riglit-uf-
wiiy ::; suitable for alterniiti i c {lublic use under V) U.S.C. 10905 and evphiin 
why. 

ALAB believes that the Line might be suilabic Tor aticrnaie public u.se I'or example ihe 
Line's righi-oT-way might be suited Tot use ns a recreational trail. 

(4) KNKRGV 

(i) Describe the elTccl uf Ihe pi*oposeil action on transportation uf eiiurg}' 
resouices. 

There has been no local or overhead iratTic on the Line in al Icusi two years, and, for this 
reason, the proposed abandonment wil l have no cTTcci on the transixinaiion oTenergy resources 

(ii) Describe fhc effecf oTflic prupused aciion un rccyelahic cummodilies. 

Because there has been no rail common canier Ininsportaiinn provided ox'cr the Line Tor 
al lea.st two years, the propo.sed abandonment should have no cTTcct on the transponation and/or 
recovery oT recyclable coinniodiiies 

(ill) State whether (lie prupused action wil l resull in an increase or decrease in 
overall energy eflicieiicy and cxpliiin why. 

Because theiv hus been no rail common eunicr iransportation provided over the Line Tor 
al least iwo years, the ab^indonnicnt should have no eTTcct on overall energy usage 

(iv) IT the proposed action wi l l cause diversions Troin rail fo iiiufor carriage of 
mure than: 

(A) 1,000 mi l earloiids a year; or 

(B) An average of 511 rail carloads per mile per 3'eiir for nny piirt of 
Ihe affected line, quantify the resulting nel chnnge in energy 
consumplion and .show the data and methudolog}' used to 



arrivL- :ii the llgiirc given. 

No iralTic will be dtv'cned to motor cniiiers as a result oTihe proposed nbandonmcnt, nnd. 
by cxiension, there will be no tralTic divcrsiDiis that would exceed the thresholds stated above 
(5) AjR 

(i) I f the propu.scd acliun wil l result in either: 

(A) An increase in rail iraTfic oTal least IIMI percent (measured in gross 
Ion miles annually) ui an increase uf at least eight trains n day nn any 
.segment of rail line allVeted by ilie propu.sal, ur 

(B) An increase in rail yard activity uTai least 1(10 percent (measured hy 
carlosid activity), or 

(C) An average Increase in in ick traffic uTmore than lO percent uTihe 
average daily IraTfic or 5(1 vehicles a day im any alTecled road 
segment, qiiautify the anticipated effect on :iir emi.s.<:inns. For a 
propo.sal under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or I0S05) to ccuislruef a new line or 
reinstitiife sciviee over a previously ahanduiied line, only the cighf 
in i in a day provision in suh-secliun (5)(i)(A) will apply. 

The above thresholds will noi be exceeded 

(ii) I f the proposed action afTocfs a cla.ss I or non-aiiainineni area under Ihe 
Clean Air Aet. and wil l result in either: 

(A) Al l increase in rail trat'llc or at least 50 percenf (iiieasured in gross tun 
miles annually) ur an increase uf af least three trains a day on any 
.segment of mi l line, 

(B) All Increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured hy 
carload activity), or 

(C) An average increase in truck iraTfie uf more than 10 percent of the 
uvumge daily tmffie oi- 5i) veliieles a day on a given road segment, the 
state whether any expected increased emissions arc within (he 
parameters established hy the Stale linpleinentafion Plan. However, 
fur a rail coiisfruetion 49 U.S.C. I(l90l(or 49 U..S.C. 10505), or ii case 
involving Ihc rcin.stilution of service over a previously abandoned line, 
only the thiee (ruin a day threshold in this ilcm shall apply. 

Based upon 40 CFR § 81.301. ALAB believes that Monroe Couniy is iittt designated as a 
non-aitainmcnt area, and thai the above-stated thresholds are IhercTorc inapplicable. 
Novcnheless, lhe above thresholds will nnl be exceeded 

(iii) I f traiKspurtaiiun of ozune depicting materials (sueli as nilrugen oxide and 
fienn) i^ cunteinphited, identlTy: the inatcriaLs and quantity; the frequency of 
service; .safety pmctices (including any speed reslricliuns); Ihc npplieanl\s 
safely reeui-d (lu the exieni available) un demilments, accidents and spills, 
confingeney plans lo deal wi lh accidenlal .spills; and fhe likclihuod of an 



accidenlal release of u/.unc depleting inaierials in the event ofa colli.sion or 
derailineni. 

Noi applicable 
(6) NOISE 

I fany uf the ihroshnlds identified in item (5)(i) of this .section are surpassed, state 
I whether fhc prupo.scd action wil l cause: 

j (i) An incrcmenful inerca.se in nul.sc lex'cls of three decibels Ldn or more; or 

(li) an inerea.se lo a noise level tti'^5 decibels Ldn ur grealer. I f .so, identify 
sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, l ibni i ies, hospitals, residences, retirement 
comniunilie.s, and nursing homes) in the pi-ujeei area, and quantify the nuise 
inerea.sc fur these receptors i f the thresholds arcsurpa.s.sed. 

None oTthe thresholds in item 5(i) of this section will be exceeded. 

(7) SAFETV 

(i) Describe any eTfccis ofthe prupo.scd action on public lieallli and safet>' 
(iiichiding vehicle, delay time al railroad grade cro.ssings). 

'l1ic pioposcd abandonmcni oTn long-oui-uT-scrvice rail tine should have no matenal 
ad\-er.se impact on public health and saTcly In Taci. once the subject ahanddiiment notice oT 
exemption takes efTeci nnd the Line is .salvaged. ALAB will clo.sc pcnnanenily 7 public rood 
crossings and 5 private cro.ssiiigs, thereby enlianctng roadway saTcty hy Tacililating safer driving 
cnndiiions. and climinaling distractioiLS to vehicular irafHc crossing the Line 

(ii) ITha/jirdou.s materials are expeefed to he tran.sporled , idenlily: the 
inaferliil.s and quantity; the frequency uf service; whether chemicals are 
being Irniisporled that, i f mixed, eould read lu form mure hn7.arduus 
coinpi>und.s; safety pmctices (including any speed restrielion.s); the 
applicant's safety reeuril (lo the extent available) un derailments, accidcnis 
nnd ha/arduus spills; the conlingency plans (u deal with accidental spills; ami 
lhc likclihuod of an accidenlal release of haxardous materials. 

No hazardous maierints are expected to be traii.sportcd, and, indeed, nn Treighi tiafllc has 
moved ovei the Line in more than two years 

(iii) inhere are iiuy known hayartluiis waste sites ur sites where there hnx'c heen 
known ha/ardoiih materials .spilLs on fhe righl-uf-way; ideiiiify flic locaiion uT 
those sites and fhe types of ha/arduus inaferials involved. 

ALAB has no knowledge oThazaixloiis waste sites or sites xx'here there have been known 
haxaixlous matci inls spills on lhc Line's righi-oT-way or on adjacent land. 

(«) B IOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

http://inerca.se
http://nul.sc
http://inerea.se


(i) Based un cunsultalion with the U.S. Fish and WildliTe Service, stale whether 
l l ic proposeil aciion is likely lu adversely affect endanKereil or threatened 
species or areas designated as a erifieal habitat, and if so, descrihc the effects. 

ALAB docs not believe thai die proposed aciion is likely to advuiNely alVecl endangered 
or ihrcaiencd species or areas dcsignLilcd as a critical habitat. ALAB has notified the regional 
ofllce of lhe U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("USFAW") in an elTort to detcnnine whether the 
proposed abandonnieni will adver.scly affect endangered or ihrcatened species or areas 
designated as critical habiiai. A copy oTlhis Repon was aitached lo the Ictiei .sent lo USI-'&W. 
See E&l IR Consultation Leticr Example and Service Li.st, attached as Exhibit 2. 

ALAlVs prapo.sud rail .sulvtigc activiiics would take place upon uxisting ALAB right-of-
way. Access to ALAB's nght-oT-wny Tor purposes oTany salvage activity would be 
.iccomplished via the nghi-oT-way itsclT. and/or via existing public and/oi private grade 
crossings. The pmpn.scd abandonmcni and aniicipaled track salvage xvoiild nut requite the 
creaiion oTncw access points to the Line, and would not involve removal of iices ui other 
wildlife habitat on lands ad)acenl lo the existing railroad right-uT-wuy 

(ii) Stale whether wildlife sanctuaries ur refuges, National or Stale parks ur 
foresis wil l be affected, and describe any effects. 

Based on investigaiidn. ALAB is unaware oTuny wildlife sunctuuiics ui refuges. National 
or Slate parks or forests thai would be adversely aflceted by the proposed abandonment. 
Ncvenhclcss, ALAB has nonncd the National Park Service ("NPS"') oTtlie proposed 
abandonmenl A copy oTthis Repon was attached to the letter .sent to NPS. See E&l IR 
Consultation Letter Example nnd Service List, attached as Exhibit 2 

(9) WATKR 

(i) Based un consultntiun with Slate water quality oflieials, state whether fhe 
proposed acliun is consistent with applicable Federal, State ur lucal xvatcr 
qualify standards. Describe any iiicoii.sistencies. 

ALAB is confident that the proposed abandonment will be consisient with applicable 
wutci qiinlily standards. ALAB has coniucted the Alabama Depanment of Environmental 
.Managemeni ("ADEM") and the United States Enx'ii-onmcnlal Protection Agency ("USEPA") by 
letters dated February 8, 2013. A copy ofthis repon was attached to each oTthe letters. See 
E&I-IR Consultation Leltei E.\ample and Service List, aitached as Exhibit 2 

As indicated abox'c, ALAB anlicipaies that. Tollowing thu cITcctivc date oTlhc subject 
abandonmcni noiicc oTexemption, i l wi l l engage in the removal ofthe Line's track and irack 
maicriul. Any such track salvage activities will lake place above the surface of Ihe ground, and. 
thus, salvage will nui involve :iiiy excavation, grading, or other gruund ot .soil disturbance. As a 
resull. the proposed abandonnivni will noi lugger the need Tor any storm walci mitigation, 
inchidinga National Pulliiiani Discharge Eliminniion System ("NPDES'') pcimii. 

(il) Ba.sed on consultatiun wilh the U.S. Army Corps uf Engineers, state whether 
permits under .section 404 uf Ihe Clean Water Aci (33 U.S.C. 1344) are 



required Tur ihe propo.sed aetiuii and whether any designated wetlands ur 
lOII-year fluud plains wil l be alTected. Describe the effects. 

ALAB believes thai - (1) no permits undei seciion 40'l oTlhc Clean Wulet Act will be 
required Toi the proposed ubinidonmciit, and (2) no designated wetlands or lOO-yeui Ilood plains 
will he affecicd. Upon receiving nbandonmcnl authonty, removal oTirack material will be 
accDnipltshcd by u.se oT the righi-oT-wny Tor access, along xvith access via existing public and 
pnvate crossings ns necessary No new access roads witl be created Toi puii)u.ses oTirack 
.salvage ALAB will not disiuib any oTihe Line's undci lying loudbcd. nor will it undertake any 
gntund disturbance activities thai would cause scdimeniaiion or erosion oTihc .soil (.such as 
excavation or grading), and ALAB docs not anticipate any dredging or use oTTill in the removal 
of lhe track maienal. Moreovci. ALAB docs not aniicipaie undeitakingany .sdlv.ige activity that 
would disturb streams, sireambeds, or wetlands. 'The crossiics and/or other debus associated 
with salvage. iTrcmoved, wdl be tmns|}oitcd away Trom lhe Line, und will not be di.scaixled 
along lhc i ighi-uT-w:iy Such malci iais wil l not he placed or leO in streams oi wetlands, or along 
lhc banks of such watei ways. Also, during track reniuval. appropriate mc:isurcs will be 
implemenied to prevent or control .spills from fuels, luhi icanis oi any nlhei pollutant materials 
from entering any waterways. For these reasons, ALAB bcliex'cs that a pennit under Section 404 
ofthe Clean Water Act will not be required 

ALAB has contacted ihc U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers-by Ictiei dated I'cbruary 8, 
2013. A copy ofthis Rcpoii w.is attached lo lhc leitei See E&HR Consuliaiion Leticr lixamptc 
and Service List, aitached as lAhibii 2. 

(ii l) Stale whether permits under .section 402 uTthe Clean Water Aei (.13 U.S.C. 
(342) are requii'cd Tor fhc proposed nction. 

ALAB believes that no pennit under .section 402 oTihe Clean Water Aci would be 
required Tor the abandonmcni (See discussion in .section Q (i) and (ii). above.) Ncvcnheless, 
ALAB has contacted the ADEM and the USEPA by teller dated January _. 2013, .seeking 
guidance on any poiential water quality impacts (ba.sed on applicable walci quality standards) 
and in deiemiining whctlicr the propo.sed abandonment is consisieni widi such Tederal, state, or 
local standards. A copy oTihis repon WILS attached to the letter. See E&HR Consuliaiion Letter 
Example and Service List, attached as Exhibit 2. 

(10) PROPOSieP MITIGATION 

Describe any actions that ure proposed to mitigate advei'se eiivinmmeiilal impacls, 
indicating why Ihc prupused miiigatiun is upprupriate. 

ALAB docs not expect any adverse enviionmental impact wilt result Trom ihe proposed 
ubandonmcnt and, thcreTore, is oTthc opinion that mitigating action is unncccssaiy. ALAR wi l l . 
oTcoui:sc, cooperate in any Turlher cx'aluation oTpropcLScd rcmcdiul/mitigation actions which 
intcresied Tederal, .state, and/or loc£it agencies may recommend to the Board 

(11) ADDIT IONAL INFORMATION FOR RAIL CONSTRUCTIONS 

Not applicable 



HISTORIC REPORT 

49 CFR S ll(I.S.«fd): 

(1) A.U.S.C.S. lupographic map (ur alternate map drawn to .scale and sufficiently 
detailed (ushuw buildings and other slrnclures in (he vicinity of Ihe proposed 
action) showing the location ofthe prupused action, and Ihc locations and 
approximaie diniensi(m.s ofrailroad sfriieiures that aie 50 years old or older und 
are part uf Ihe propesed uctiun; 

'I opogiaphic maps depicting the locaiion ofthe Line sLited Tot ahandonmciii and the 
location oTstructurcs that are Ix'lievcd lo be 50 yeurs old or oldei and thai are located along the 
Line aie uttuched as Exhibit 3 These maps nre being .sup|>iied lo lhc Alabama I lisioncal 
Commission (*'AI IC") as pan oTa complete copy of (bis repon. ALAB understands that there 
are foui extant railroad stmctures on lhc Line that may be 50 years old or older, ihiee bridges^ 
and a tunnel 

(2) A written description oft l ie righ(-of-xvay (including approximate wiilfhs, lo tlie 
exlenf known), an<l Hie topogmphy and urban and/ur r i in i l cliiiraeleristics uf the 
siirruunding area; 

Accoiding to ALAB records, the Line's ngh(-oT-way is prcdommiuilty 100 Tuet in width 
'The Line runs adjacent lo lands oT varying uses, ranging Trmii Toresled open land to rural 
Tannland The topography is generally Hat, with some rolling hills. 

(3) Guod quality phulogmplis (actual photographic prints, nut phuluctqiies) oTrailroad 
striielurcs on Ihe pruperiy Ihat are 50 years old or older and uf the imnieilialety 
surrounding area; 

ALAB has determined ihat there arc Tour extant or railroiul stiucturesalungthu L ine -
one tunnel and three bridges - that may be 50 yeuis old or older. 'The approximaie location oT 
each such structure is shown on the U.S.C S. maps allached as Exhibit 3 ^ The tunnel is located 
ai/ncai milepost 657 2. The three extant bridges along the Line are as Tollows: (1) a roughly 
229' wooden span al mile|x>si 658.8; (2) a 46'7" wooden .span at milepo.st 659.8; und, (3) a 
70'I0'* wooden span at mileposi 661 0 A l ^ \ B has phoiogiaphed and documented each oTthese 

^ Although this Repon includes discussion oTthree railroad bridges, in lhe inteivst oTfull 
disclosure, there wus once another lailroad bridge localcd along the Line, Bndge 38 ai MP 658.5, 
which was burned (and completely desiioyeJ) by vandals well ox'cr 2 years ago 'This Repon 
docs, however, include photographs oTthc location ofthis dcsu'oycd bridge. 

^ ALAB has no reeoixls permitting il to conHrm definitively that the Ihrcc remaining bridges are 
indeed 50 years old oi oldci. Based on construction, design, and current condition, howevei, 
ALAB is oTllie opinion thai Ihe bridges are most likely at least 50 yeara old. 



siniciiire.s. and has supplied original photographs oTcacli such structure to Al IC Toi Lvaluniiiin. 
(Copies oTthc ufbremcniioned phoiogiaphs are aitached heretu as Exhibit A.) Aside froin the 
inaierials included in Exhibit 4. ALAB docs noi have any addilional infoimation m its po.sscssion 
(such as engineenng diagrams ui oibci ivcuixls) Uiat i l believes would be useful in aiding in any 
historical siructures analysis. 

AI..AB docs not anticipate icinovuig or dismantling any ofthe bridges, and it has no plans 
to alter or remove the tunnel 

(4) The date(s) oT eonslruclioii of the slruclure(.s), and the date(s) and extent of any 
major altcralion.s, lo Ihe exieni such infnrinalion is known; 

Aeeoixling to the limited tiifoimation in ALAB's pi).ssession, lhc three extant bridges 
along lhe Line and lhc tunnel are believed to have lx;cn built at least 50 years ago ALAB does 
not know when these bridges or the lunnel were built, und has no consiruclion oi engineenng 
records thai could aid in dctei mining likely consiruclion dales. ALAB has not undci laKcii any 
major improvcmcnis to these bridges or the tunnel during the lerm oTALAB\s ownership 

(5) A hrieTnnrralix'C history uf carrier nperations in the area, and an exptanaiiun uf 
what, i fany, changes aie conteinplafcd as a result ofthe prupo.sed action; 

'I he Line ihui is the subject oT this abandonment proceeding constitutes the nonhcrnmosi 
7.42 miles oTa stub-ended biancli line currenily extending ftom Ftomaton, Alabama (and a 
connection ihcre with CSX1*) ai its southern end to Beatrice. Alabamn. at its nunhern end. In 
1991. CSX 'Transponation, Inc. ("CSX'T") sold the then roughly 61-mile long hruncli line 
(which, al ihnl lime, extended from I'*loniaton to Conluroy, Alabama) lo the Wabusli and Grand 
River Railway Co. ("WGRR").' Later thai same year, WCRR .sold lhe entire bianch to ALAB,^ 
with AlJ \B 's corporate pareni. Pioneer Railcorp, snnuliuncously obtaining regulatory authority 
to control ALAB as the newest addition to its shon line Tnmily.'̂  In 1995, ALAB abandoned the 
nonhem ponion oTthc branch Tiom milepost 662 62 at Beatrice to milepost 666.3 ai Corduroy,^ 
thereby resulling in the cut rem branch line connguraiion. 

Aside Trom lhc more recent ownei-ship history supplied above, ALAB has no histoncal 
rccoids of ils own relating to the Line But. ba.scd upon initial re.scarch, lhc subject Line appeara 
to have been construclcd as the Pcnsacola & Sclma Railroad ("PSR"), which iherenficr became a 
part (if lhe Louisville &. Nashville Radroud ("L&N"). L&N, in turn, ulliinaluly became a pan oT 
CSX'T The original PSR line proceeded nonh Trom Corduroy to Sclma, Alabama The 

** Wabash & Grand River Railway Co. - Acotiisition and Onciation Exemotion - CSX 
Transportation, Inc.. Line Bciwccn l-'lomaton and Condiirov. AL. STB iMunncc Dockei No. 
3l868(S'TBservcdSeptcinbei 17. 1991). 

' Alabama Railroad Co. - Acquisition and Oocmtton Rxcmntion - Wabash & Grand Rivci 
Rai I wav. STB Finance Docket No. 31943 (STB served October 10. 1991). 

* Pioneer Railcom Co.. Inc. - Contimmnce in Control Exemption - Alabama Railroad Co.. S'TB 
Finance Docket No. 31944 (S'TB served October 10, 1991) 

' Alabama Railroad Co - Abandonment IZxemoiion - In Monroe Countx'. AL . STB Finance 
Docket No. AB-463X (S'TB served Dccembei I. 1995). 



Corduroy-Sclma portion oTihc original PSR xvas uKnidoned pnor lo 19X0 Anuiher puriion of 
the onginal PSR touie north of Petcnnan. Alabama, wus abandoned in approximaicly 199-1 

ALAB intends, upon Ihc eircciivenuss ofthe ahandonniciit exemption, lo lerminaie its 
rail common carrier obligation ox'ci. and to abandon, the Line ALAB would salvage the rail and 
track innieital thai posses.̂ cs positive net salvage value, and poieniiully may opi to re-deploy 
.salvaged items on other Pioneci-conirnlled rail lines. ALAB docs noi intend lo dismnnile or 
remove any bridges along lhc Line or to demolish the tunnel 'fhc righl-of-wuy will cither be 
disposed of or ihc eu.semei)ts xvill be relinquished (to the extent ALAB docs noi own in fee any 
portion oTihc .subject right-oT-v\'ay). or lhc corridor may be pre.seived under an interim tiail use 
arrangcmein 

((i) A hrieTsummaiy oTdocumonfs in the carrier\s possession, such as engineering 
drawing.s, that might he useful in docninenling a siructnre Ihat is found to be 
historic; 

ALAB is one ofmany owners ofthe subjecl rait iLsscts. ALAB was not supplied with, 
and does not hax'c, engineering drawings of itic aforemeniioncd bridges or tunnel 'fhc only 
relevant doctiineiils in ALAB's possession hax'c been included in l-'lxliibit 4. 

(7) An opinion (hn.sed on readily available infurmatiun in lhe railroad's pus.scssiun) as 
10 xvhclher Ihe site and/ur structures meet the crileria fur listing on the iVaiiimal 
Register uf ll islorie Places (36 C.F.R. § 60.4), and xvhelher there is » likelihood uf 
archeological resources or any other previuiisly iiiituiuwn liislurie prupei ties in the 
prujeel area, and the liasis for these opinions (including any consulfaliuns wilh (he 
Stale Histurie Prescrvatiun Offlee, lueal histurieal societies ui unix'crsilies); 

As indicalcd abox'c. ALAt3*s rccoixis indicate that ihere are Ibui extant suuutures (iliree 
bridges and one tunnel) on or adjaceni lo the Line that may be 50 years old or older. In ALAB's 
opinion, these stmctures would noi meet the cnteria for listing on the National Register uf 
I lisioiic Places As lhc photograplis supplied to AHC suggest, none ofl l ie subjecl .siructures 
appears lo have unique or otherwise signiHcunt design chnracteri.siics. Moreovci. none of these 
structures is linked lo events or histonc signilicancc. ALAB uiidcr.stands dial remaining bndges 
in question could I K used in the event ilini the Linc*s iighi-oT-way was to be conx'crtcd inio 
recreational irail. And. again, ALAB has no plans to remove or alter any oftlie bridges ur die 
tunnel located along the line (aside from po.ssibly removing the rail and other track material 
located upon or along lhc sinictures). 

ALAB IS unaware of any nirhuological iiesourccs oi any uther previously unknown 
llisionc properties on the Line's righi-of-wny 

(S) A description (based un readily nvailiihle inrorniulion in fhe railroad's po.ssession) of 
any known prior subsurface gruund disfurhance or f i l l , environmental condifions 
(naturally occurring ur maiimade) that might affect flic archeulogieal rccox'ciy of 
resources (such us swampy condiliuns ur the presence uf toxic waste), and the 
suriiMinding terrain. 

At^AB has no records of, and is unaware of, any known subsurTucc ground disturbance or 
ni l , or environmental conditions thai might alTect the rceoveiy oTarcheological resources. 

10 



Undoubtedly, iiack work and/oi consiiuciion h;id occuned regularly nvei lhe many years ibai the 
Linv has been in operation. Such woik may hax'c afTccied lhc potential Tor rceoveiy of 
archeological resouices 
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B A K E R 3S M I L L E R PLLC 

»oac«r A Wi i i a i i » 

ATIOHKFTS j n d COUNSEU 0R8 

1401 Pr t l f lSVI VANIA AVCfJUE NW 

SU'TE 300 
WASHir iGlON, IJC XdUJf 

TCLEPKONC 

^ACKIUILL 
(»7| eu.rnio 
(3071 d«3 ; B 4 * 

12031 013 7014 CO i i » l D ia l i 

FchruaiyS.2013 

'Thomas L 'Tidwell (.''hicT 
Forcsi Service 
U S Department ofAgrictiliuro 
Sidney R. Yates Federal Building 
201 MthSirvelSW 
Washinglon, UC'20024 

RI:-

DcarChicT'Tidxvcll-

Ahihiimo Railroad Co - Abani/onment Excmplion - /;; Monroe Couniy. 
WA. STB Docket No AlMf i t tS i ib-No IX) 

On or about Maiob 1. 2013, Alahainu Railioad Co (*'ALAB*') expccis lo Tde wilh the 
Surface'Transponation Boaid (•*.STB")a Nonce oTl£.\cmption pur.suanl tn49CI -R Pari 11.5?.. 
Sabpnii F (I3xempl AtTniidnnmcnLs. u al.}. in winch ALAB wilt seek to abandon appro.Yimuiely 
7 -12 miles oTiail line locali-'d in Mtniroe Couniy, Alabama. 'The subjecl rail line proposed Tor 
aljandonincnl (die "Line") cxiends Trom mileposi 655.2 (cast oTItoute 21. at 'Tunnel Springs, 
Alabama) to mileposi 66'.* 62 (wcsl oTMain Sireei, in Bcairicc, Ahilxima). 'I lie Line traverses 
United Stales Postal Zip Codo tciriiorics 36425 and 36471. 

Attached is u cuiiMilidated Rnvironnieni.il and Ilislonc Report (ihu "\\&.\ IR" oi "Repoit") 
describing the proposed .iciion und any cvpectcd environmental and historic ciVccts, as well as 
maps oTthe aTTecied aien We are providing you with Uiis Repon so ilint you may review die 
inTotmutioti thai will Torm lhe basis TortheS'TB's independent cnvironmenlat analysis of the 
pioposcd iTiil lincabaiidoinneni. ITniiy ofthe infonnation in theattached IZAIIR is misleading 
01 mcorrccl, iTyou believe thai perltneni inToiiiiatuni is missing, or iTyou have any questions 
aboui llie STB^s cnviionmcnlal review pioccss. please contact the Olllee ul l-invironmcniat 
Analysis (" OEA"). SurTacc Tiansportatmn Board. 395 l i Street, SW. Washinyion. DC 20423-
0001. -TRL. (202) 245-029.'?. and rcCer to S'TB I.>ockct No. AB-463 (Sub-No. IX). You ni«y alsu 
coni.ict lhc undcniigiitid counsel Tor ALAB Because sialutcs and regulations applicable to mil 
line ubandonmenis impose stringcni deadlines Toi processing this action, youi wnKcn comments 
to OI:A, iTany, would be apprecimcd wiihin 3 weeks. As undersigned counst:l Toi ALAB. I 

http://Rnvironnieni.il


'Tlioimis L. 'Tidm'll. 1-uivsi Service. U S. Depailmeni ol Agiieultuio 
Februarys. 2013 
l'ago2 

would appreci.ile a copy uf .my comnienls you may llie. 

Your comments wilt tic considered by tlic S'TB in evtdualing the enviionmental and/or 
historic iiiipacis oTihe conlemplalcd aciion 'To lhe e\leni sucli a comment i'< rcLcived bcTnre 
ALAB flics [his Noiicc oTExcmplion. yout Tccdhnck will be included in .ALAB's Rcpoii Tiled 
with the STB. I f ALAB receives n copy oTyoni comiiienls a lkr ll l ing ils Notice of Exemption 
and lhis accompanying Repon, ii will ensuic Ihe .S'TB is made awni'e oTynur coiiimcni. 

As noted in the l-!&l IR, ALAB does nui aniicipnic ihat the proposed al>.indonnieiit will 
re.sitlt in uny adverse environmental or histonc impacts. l'*unhcnnorc. based un iiiToimation in 
Dur pus.scssion. die Line dues not cunlain Ttideiatly-granicd nghis-oT-way Any documentation in 
iĥ -" railroad's jxissessioii will l i t made available pi'0'n;-i!!v lo IIIUSL" rcc|ueuiiiig il Unless you 
respond olhcrwisc. we will assume you concur wilh /M^AB's judgment thai die propo.sed 
utiandonnicni witl not icsiitl in any adverse unvirtHiiik:niat oi histonc imjiacts. 

ITthcrc arc any quesiions conccming this ini;iiiry, please contact me. /M .AB's 
i-tipicscntative, l)y mail al. KOIILTI A Wimbish. Bakci <̂  Millet, PLLC, 2401 Pennsylvania 
Av.:mie, NW. Suite 300. Washingion, L>C 20037. by FAX" (202) 663-7S49 by e-mail' 
i-wimbisli@l}akcrdiidmillci.coni: or hy T i l l . (202) 663-7824 

Sincerely. 

Robert /\ Wimbish 
Counsel tor AlaLuimn Railioad Co. 

l-!ncl(i.siire 



EXHIBIT 2 

STB Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. IX) 
SERVICE LIST pursuanl lo 110.S.7 

.State Clearinghoiisu 

Alabama Dcpanmeni oT'IVans|>onaiion 
MOtKJotiseumBlvd 
Muntgomcry, A L 36110 
'Telephone. (334) 242-60X0 

State Environmental Pruteetion Agency 

Lancu R. LeFleur, Direcinr 
Alabama Depanment ol Environmenial Management 
MOO Coliseum Boulevard 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1463 
Tctepliune. (331) 271-7710 

Stale Coastal Zone Management 

Susan Dingman S/W 
Alabama Depanment of Environmental Management ("ADEM'') 
4171 Commanders Drive, Atln: Coa.stal Progr;im 
Mobile. Alabama 36615-1421 
'Tclcptione: (251)432-6533 

Wand of caeh eounty & / o r political enlily 

The I lonorablc Greg Non is 
Judge oTProbnte & Presideni oTMonroc County Commission 
P.O Box 8 
Monroevillc, A L 36461 
'Telephone-(251) 743 4107 

Alan Bishop, Mayor 
'TownoTBcatncc 
P.O Box 56 
Beatiicc, AL36425 
Phone: (251)789 2363 

Regional Office ofthe Environmcnial Protection Agency 

Gwendolyn Kcyes Fleming, Regional Admmistmioi 
U.S Environmental Proicction Agency 
Region 4 (AL. MS. GA, FL, SC. NC, 'TN, KY) 
Sam Nunn Atlanta Fedeial Center 



EXHIBIT 2 

61 Forsyth Slicci, SW 
Atlanta. GA 30303 
'Telephone (404) 562-9900 

The US Fish i.«i Wildlile Service 

Cindy Dotincr, Regional Director 
U.S Fish & WildliTe Service 
Region 4 (AL, AR, FL, GA. K Y. LA. MS, NC. SC. 'TN. PR/Vn^in IslaiuLs) 
Century Center 
1X75 Century Boulevaid, Suile -tOO 
Allania, GA 30345 
'Tclcptione- (404) 679-4000 (Regional Director's Ollice) 

US Fi.sh& WildliTe .Service 
Daphne Ecological Services I'icld Office 
1208 B Main Sirect 
Daphne. Alabama 36526 

U.S. Army Corp it{ Engineers 

Rudy Villarreal 
Regulatory AfTuirs 
Inland 'Team .South 
U.S. Aimy Engincei Disinci, Mobile 
P 0 Box 2288 
Mobile, AL 36628-0001 
Telephnnc'(251) 690-2.S(L*! 

Planning & Environmcnial Division 
U.S. Anny Engineer Disiiict, Mobile 
P.O. Box 2288 
Mobile, AL 36628-0001 

Real Estate Division 
U.S. Aimy Engineer Distnci Mobile 
P.O. Box 2288 
Mobile. AL36628-00OI 

'The National Park Sen'ice 

Gordon Wissinger, Acting Regional IDirector 
National Park Service 
IOO Alabama Street. SW 
1924 Building 



EXHIBIT 2 

Atlanta, GA 30303 
'Telephone- (404) 507-5600 

Charlie Stockman 
Rivers, 'Tniils and Conscrvaliun Assistance Progmm 
National Park Service 
R'TCA Piogram 
1201 l-yc Sl . NW, 9ih Floor (Org Code 2240) 
Washmgton, DC 20005 
'Teltphune (202) 354-6907 

Nalural Resources Con.servaliun Scn'iee 

Dr William Bill Pucketi 
USDA, Nalural Resources Con.servation Service 
P.O. Box 311 
13X1 Skyway Drive 
Aubum.AL 36830 
Telephone: (334) 887-4500 

U.S Soil Coiiservatiun Service 

Jason Wcllcr, ChicT 
USDA. NRCS. OITice oTilic Chief 
1400 Independence Ave., SW, Room 5105-A 
Washingion, DC 20250 
'Telephone: (202) 720-7246 

National Geodetic SuiTcy 

Juliana Blackwcll. Director 
National Geodetic Survey 
1315 East-West Highway 
Stiver Spring, MD 20910-3282 
'Telephone: (301) 713-3242 

State Histurie Pi-e.scrvnlion 

Flunk W. While 
Alabama Histoiical Commi.ssion 
468 South Perry Sireet 
P. O. Box 300900 
Montgomery, AL 36130-0900 
'Telephone. (334) 230-2690 



EXHIBIT 2 

Advance Notice Contacts 
Service List pursuant to 1152 50 

Public .Surviee Cuinniissiun 

Biiti Robeits. Direcior 
Public Scr\'ice Commission oT/\labama 
'Trtinsponaiion Division 
P.O. Box 304260 
Montgomery, AL 36130 
'Telephone: (334) 242-5980 

Alabama Depailmcnt ol Traiusponulion 
1409 ColLscum Blvd 
Montgomery, AL 36110 
Telephone: (334) 242-6080 

Denartineni oT Defense (Mil i taiT 'Tnilfie Manageinent Ciiininand. Trnnsnurlaiiun 
Enaineerim; Agency. Railroad.s for National Defense Proaraiii) 

D.ivid Dorfman 
SDDC'TEA 
Railroads foi National Defense 
709 Waixl D l , Bldg. 1990 
Scoti AFB, IL 62225 
Telephone: (618) 220-5741 

The Nalionai Park Scn'icc, Rcercafion Resources Assistance Division 

Charlie Siockman 
National Park Service 
Rivers &. 'Trails Conservation Piogmm 
1201 Eye Sireet, NW, 9th Flooi (Org. Code 2220) 
Wa.shingion, D.C. 20005 
'Telephone- (202) 354-6900 

R'TCA National Pnik Service 
Allania Fedcnil Center 
1924 Building 
IOO Alabama Sircet. S.W. 
Adania. Georgia 30303 



EXHIBIT 2 

U.S. DeniirinienI uTAttiicuKure. Chief ofthe Forest Sciviee 

'Thomas L 'Tid\^'cll, ChicT 
Forest Ser\'ice 
U S. Dc))uiimeni oTAgiiculiiirc 
Sidney R Yates Fedcial Building 
201 14th Sireet SW 
Washington, DC 20024 
•Telephone (202)205-8439 
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OTHER SUPPOR'riNG MATERIAL 

(SUPPLIED TO TIIE ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION! 
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A'nACIiMENT2 
CONSULTING ACENCV RESPONSES TO 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 
(POST-CIRCULATION) 



United Stares Department ofthe Interior 

nSI I AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
1208-R Main Streei 

Daphne. Alabanid 36526 

INUPLVUILR lO 

20,3-TA-02,8 m 1 5 2Bf3 

Mr. Robert A. Wimbi.sh 
Bnkcr& Miller PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Suite 300 
Washington. DC 20037 

Dear Ml Wimbish: 

Thank you for your Iciici, dated February 8, 2013, requesting an environmcnial review of listed 
species that may Ix: impacted as u resull ofthe Alabama Railroad Co. Abandonmenl Exemption 
STB l^ockei No AB-463 (Sub - No IX) in Monroe County. Alabama Our report is submiited 
under the provisions of lhe Endangered Species Act (ESA) (87 Stai. 884, as amended; Iti U.S.C 
1531 et seq.), and Fish & Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat 401, as amended; 16 U.S C. 661-
66c el seq.) 

Endiinncred nnd Threnlcned Species 

Tlie following species are found in this area of Monroe County: 

Red l-Iills salairiandei (Phacognathus hiibrichti) - Threaiened 
Gopher lonoisc (Gophems polyphemiis) - Candidate 
Southern clubshell (Pleiirobenia decisiim) - Endangered 
Alabama pearlshull (Margaritifera marrianac) - Endangered 

As long us salvage opcntiions arc conducted in the right-of-way and there is no disturbance of 
stream / creek boiiom we feel there will be no impacts to listed species While the gopher tortoise 
is a candidate species nnd is not uffoided protection under BSA it is a species of concern and is 
li.stcd as praiecied hy ihc Stale of Alabama We do not expect the lorioise to be on the rail lines 
bui there is a chance the loiioise could Ix: Totind along the right-of-way. We recommend 
utilization of best management pmctices that protect water quality 

As long us salvage opeiations are conducted within lhc right-of-way, and best management 
practices are iiiili/cd ihai proiect waiei quality, no fuiihcr endangered species consultation will be 
required Tor this portion oTthe projecl unless: 1) the identified action is siib.seqiicnily modified in 
a manner ihat cau.ses an effect on listed species or designated critical habitat. 2) new inTormaiiun 
reveals the ideniified action may affect Federally protected species or designated critical habitat in 
a mannei oi to an exieni not previously considered: oi 3) a new si?eeies is listed oi critical habitat 
is designaied under the Endangered Species Act ihni mny be affecied by the idcniifiCid action. 

www.lus.gov 

IMIONK 25M'II-5I8I i^i JV KJI E T D i r - i k = ^ ^ ^ l-AX: 251-441-6222 

http://www.lus.gov


Mr Robert A Wimbish 

For questions or comments regarding lhis correspondence, please coniaci Mr Mail Uischet, at 
(251)441-.')842 or via email niatihiasjnschci@lws.gov. Please u.se our case number in future 
correspondence relating lo ihcsc projects 

Sincerely, 

^ T ^ ^ \ j J L ^ 

Dan Evcrson 
Deputy Field Su]x;rvisor 
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office 

mailto:niatihiasjnschci@lws.gov


Alabama Railroad Company - Abandonment Exemption - Monroe County. AL - STB 
Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. 1X) 
Walls, Beth to- nvimbish@bakerandmillei com 02/25/20131016 AM 
Cc "Mueller. Heinz". "Walls, Beth' 

Dear Mr. WimbLsh: 

I am responding to your February 11. 2013. lellei conveying to US EPA, Region 4, the 
Consolidated Environmental nnd llisloric Report for Lhe proposed abandonmenl of 
approximately 7 42 miles ofrailroad between mileposts (MP) 655.2 ('Tunnel Springs) and 
662 62 (Beatrice) all within Moni-oc Couniy, Alabama. 

Based upon the inTormaiioii piovided in pages 6 and 7 of the Consolidated Eiiviiomncnial and 
I listoric Report, wc do not anticipate any Clean Watci Aet permits being required Tor the 
proposed railroad abandonmenl. 

Thnnk you Tor the opportuniiy to review und comment. 

Sincerely. 

Beth Walls 

Beth Walls 
liiivininnicntnl Scicnii.si, 
'10<l-S62-830() & Willis bcili@cpa.gov 
Region 4, NILPA Prograin Onice 
Sam Nunn AKC, 61 Forsyth Sl. 
Atlanta. Ga 30303-8960 

mailto:bcili@cpa.gov
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WASHINGTON, DC 
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ALABAMA RAILROAD CO. 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN MONROE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

DRAFT NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 



DI:PARTMI=N'T OF TRANSPORTA'TION 

Surface Transportaiion Board 

I Docket No. AB-463 (Sub-No. 1X)| 

Alabama Railroad Co.—Abandonment l^xemption—In Monioe County. MI 

Alabama Railroad Co. (ALAB) filed on March 1. 2013.a verilled noiicc of excmplion 

undci 49 C l ' R. pan 1152 subpart I-'-Cxcmoi Abandonments to abandon approximately 7.42 

miles oTrail line (the "Line'*) located in Monroe County. Alabama, extending Trom milepost 

655.20 (ea.sl oT Route 21. at 'Tunnel Springs. Alabama) to mileposi 662.62 (west of Main Sircet. 

m Bcairicc. Alabama). The Line Iraveises United Stales Postal Ser\Mce Zip Codes 36425 and 

36471 

ALAB has certified thai (1) no local traffic has moved over the line for at lea.si 2 years; 

(2) there has been no overhead tiaillc on the subjecl line. (3) no Tonnnl complaint Tiled by a user 

of rail ser\'ice on lhe line (or by a slate or local government entity acting on bchalToTsueh user) 

regurding cessation of .service over ihe line eithei is iscndtng wiih thu Surface Transportation 

Board (Board) or with any U.S Dislrict Court or has been decided in favor oTcomplainant 

within the 2-year period: and (4) lhe requirements at 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(c) (environmental 

report). 49 C.F R. § 1105.11 Oransmitial letter). 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12 (ncw.spaper publicaiion). 

and 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) (nolice to governmenlal agencies) have been met 

As a condition lo this exemption, any employee adversely alTccicd by the abandonment 

.shall be protected under Oreuon Short Line Railroad—Abandonmenl Portion Goshen Branch 

Between Firth ^ Ammon. in Bingham tK- Bonneville Couniies. Idaho. 360 I.C.C. 9! (1979) To 

address whether this condition adequaicly protects aflceted employees, a petition for panial 

• evocation under 49 U.S C. § 10502(d) must be Tiled. 



Provided no formal expression ofintent to file an oBer of financial assistance (OFA) has 

been received, this exemption will be cflcctive on April 21. 2013. unless .stayed pending 

reconsideration. Peiitions to slay that du not involve environmental issues,̂  fononl expressions 

ofintent lo Tile an OFA under 49 C F.R § 1152.27(e)(2).^ and trad usc/rtiit banking requesls 

under 49 C.F.R g 1152.29 must be Tiled by . 2013 Petitions lo reopen or requests for 

public use conditions under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.28 must he filed by . 2013, wilh the 

Surlacc 'Transportation Board. 395 IZ Street, S.W.. Washington. DC 20423-0001. 

A copy of any petition illcd with the Board should be .sent lo ALAB's representative: 

William A Mullins. Baker & Miller PLLC. 2401 Pennsylvania Ave, NW. suite 300. 

Washington. DC 20037. 

Ifthe verified notice contains false or misleading inTormalion. the excmplion is void ab 

initio 

ALAB has filed a combined environmental and historic report which addresses the 

cTlcets. ifany. ofthe abandonmenl on the environment and historic resources. OIZA will issue an 

environmental assessment (liA) by . Interested persons may oblain a copy ofthe 

IZA by wriiing lo OIZA (Room 1 IOO, Surface Transportaiion Board. Washington. DC 20423-

0001) or by calling OF.A, at (202) 245-0305 | As.sisiance Tor the hearing impaired is available 

through the Federal InTormation Relay Service (FIRS) ai 1-800-877-8339 1 Commcnis on 

^ 'The Board will grant a slay iTan inlbimcd decision on environmental issues (whether raised by 
a party or by the Board's Oillce oTIZnvironmenial Analysis (OF.A) in ns independent 
investigation) cannot be made bcTore the exemption's elTeetive dale. Seg IZ.xenipiion oTOut-oT-
Sciv Rail Lines, 5 I.C.C.2d 377 (1989). Any request Tor a stay should be llled as soon as 
possible so that the Board may lake appropriate action beTore the exemption's elTeetive date 

' IZach OI-'A must be accompanied by lhe Tiling Tee. which is cuirenily set at $1,600. See 
Retiulations Governing Fees Tor Servs PcrTormed in Connection with Ltccnstnti & Related 
Servs.—2012 Update. IZP 542 (Sub-No. 20) (S'TB .sen'cd July 27. 2012). and 49 
C.F.R § 1002 2(0(25). 



environmental und historic prcsci-\'aiion mailers musl be filed within 15 dtiys alter the Î A 

becomes available to the public 

IZnvironmcnial, historic preservation, public use. or trail use/rail banking conditions will 

be impo.scd. where appropriate, in a subsequent decision. 

Pursuant to the provisions oT49 C.F.R § 1152 29(e)(2). ALAB shall file a noiice of 

consummation with the Board to signify thai it has exercised the authority granied and fully 

abandoned the line ITconsummation has noi been efl'ecied by ALAB's Tiling oTa notice oT 

consummation by March . 2014. and there are no legal or regulaiory barriers to 

consummation, the auihoriiy lo abandon will atitomalicnlly expire. 

Board decisions and notices are available on our website al '"WWW.S'TB.DO'T GOV '' 

Decided: 

By lhc Board. Rachel D. Campbell, Direcior. Office oT Proceedings 

http://WWW.S'TB.DO'T

